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25X1A5a2
MEMOBANEUM PO : Deputy Director of Cemtrel Intelligence

SUBJECT : Devglopment end Procuvenent of [N
Model 8-880 Helmet

D814, dnted B3 Deceomber 1953, entitlad Activity
Prum, cm\x.:{m Development, Itea 2 4.

1. I have lovestigated the refurenced item ebout vhich you csiled me
on 1l Jasuary asd cag veport as follows:

A. Unlsr the stimulus of Project CHALICE and with the advice

25X1A582  ana giidance of ARIC, tue HENEEEEEEENEEEN dcveicped tae

partial pressurd it and X2 helmet cuyrently in use in Pro sct

CHALICE. The MA-2 sonfigurntion incorporated a mmber of énsign
advanses over the then current MA-L pult which is in general usc
in the Alr Foree today. linoy modifications to the HA-2 helmet

have scourved since its adoption by Froject CEALICE in 1955, but
with the passage of time cartain dcmoostrated deficiencies have

occurred. Princips! emong these aye!

(1) Limited sidewnyd pilot vieibility.

{2) Pilot Qlsconfort ceuced by wearing the hoimet
for oxtended periods of tinme iacluding severs! houss of
pre-tireathing.

{3) Minor maintennnce &ifficulties associnted with
face plate and neck seul fittiags.

{4) Oocasieonai fopging of face plate during exhala-
tion.

(5) Avsence of integwated sun shisld and imability
of wearsr to make any ad ustment to helmei in Fiilght.
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B. 1his Ddvision has for some thse cousidered he feasibility
of coutinzing research 1o an improved version of the MA«D Lelmet to
redross the principal deficiensies outlined adove. “ogether with
ARIC, iwvestigations of latu model (fish bowl) helseis esisiiar to
those employed by the Havy were undartaken, but cagh was rejected.
indtlcated that with eagineering chamnges in
their wob beluwt used with the A/P-208-2 partial pressure
suit a res chanée of aliminating thase dirficultles existed.
Accordingly, & cost proposal was sclicited from thau.

2. At the time the referenced document was composad, 1t was plapned Lo
Y prototype helmets incorporsting the mﬁﬁﬁat;m above with tie

need be. WWWuQWWMWW '
gg,aae figare cited io paragrsph 2 d. of the re e. aince that time |

Deosmber 1959), it was @ocided to conduct this resesrch an a moro modes.
soales with o single prototype helmet as & profuction sampie. 'Me cout of
xmza.wmummmmmtﬁmsmsm amoE:t
of the im engineering change prapossl now in hand: §15,506.73.

3+ I delieve you will be interested in the [ Propossy (cpc-3), 20X1ASa2.
dated 7 Jamary 1960, which I have taken the Liberty of stteching for your

4, Should you approve in the recomasnded propossl sod should the
researeh be profuctive, o supplesentsl Agtivity Prograa Agproval will oe
sibmitted for the puchase of an estisated twentvefive heluets to repiace
those currently iz use. The

from date of sutborization to proceed. Saould you have any further guestions
mmzausmmmmazw, I would be bappy to respond
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